Viking Rituals and Celebrations Norse Mythology Quick Write #1

Norse Mythology was a < f 3 B How can oral stories cause “variation” in a story, religion, or
religion. This means that it was ] | tradition?

not a largely established religion.
It was mainly told through oral
stories had could have slight % ‘
variations depending on the clan. | G o As you are thinking of an example, consider the concept of rumors, the
B game of “telephone” or other examples that simulate the idea of “oral”
storytelling.

Write a brief (2-3 sentence) explanation by giving your theory and at
least one example/idea to support that theory.

Norase Mythology Details- Blot

e Blot- meant sacrifice.

Norse Mythology

Its main purpose w:

and regeneration of society.

Therefore, the faith was

decentralized and tied to the
illage and the fami

evidence exists of ¢ ation: y g er's customs,
religious festiv poetic traditions and myths.

e These were a major part

of each celebration,
festival, and plea to the
gods.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fennoscandia
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

e Sometimes this meant animal
sacrifices- usually for large
calendar celebrations. The blood
would be used in some way and
then they would feast on the
meat of the animal.

beginning of winter a g 3

en at miojum velri blota til groorar,
and in the middle of winter for a good
crop,

hit prioja at sumri, pat var sigrblot.

the third in summer day, that was the
sacrifice for victory.

Norse Mythology Details- Blot

On select occ , human were made.

‘Major Holidaya /Celebrations

[

Norse Mythology Details- Blot

However,
transition
wedding
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Details- Major Celebrations

Jul- Norse New Year; a festival of 12

nights. Tk mportant of all

the Norse holidays. On the night of

December 20, the g iFr

over the earth on the back of his shining

boar, bringing Light and Love back into

the World. Jul signi

and end of all thir

during the year and the brightest hope
the world.

Jul- Vikings would use holly leaves
and berries to make into ular
wreaths, these wreaths to decorate
their homes during the Yul
celebrations. It symbolized life and
the wheel of the sun.

horse, Sleipnir
would leave their boots out by the he
e Eve, filled with hay and su.
Sleipnir. In return, Odin would leave the
for their kindness. In modern times, S
was changed to a reindeer and the grey-bearded
Odin became the kindly Santa Claus.

ikings made sure to
their Gods with traditions,
feasting, and religious rituals. One of
their rituals required a sa al v
boar (roasted ham) to the god Frey of
fertility and farming in hopes for a
productive season.

elebrations

andinavian countries were

To the Vikings it represented the

that even in the midst of winter at the

still a seed of life to b

As the evergreen trees were so revered, at Yule they

would be decorated with fruit, small carvings, and
gifts for the spirits of the trees and plants to
encourage them to come back soon and start the
new spring.

s body fell on the red bes
which turned them white. The power of
the white berri 5 ted Balder. The
Viking:
power to resurrect people
we still use it today in our Christmas
traditions.




Yule log was a large
decorated oak log. It had runes
and various symbolism. From P 3 4
vhat we understand the & < } beginning of the summer half
YAER i of the year. It is named after
the goddess Ostara . related to the G
(Anglo on Eostre). and "glory"; she was the embodin
the springtime and the renewal of life.

heathen Germanic cultures that the
Christians stole and absorbed it as their
own A

ration the stara- Another common
and growth; { om which still survives i

; ; 4 the position of the Sun in
e at which Summer battles AN relation to the celestial equator.

X inter and es him out, or The Summer the date
P o 3 . B d
nting at which an effigy embodying with heen T
It ]

, which, according Winter is beaten, burned, o
ought or laid by
the holy beast

with the shortest night. This
date usually near June 21




Norse Mythology Jeath

a time to make
are also sometimes
made out of thin wood, filled with small flammable offerings,

e tent picture in No
and burned at this time.
~

literary tradition of the fate of
the dead,” and “to oversimplify
(human figure made out of Lo : == the position would be to falsify
straw), and the adornment of 3 it.”
barns, and houses with
V.

Norse Mythology Details- Death Norae Mythology Details h Norase Mythology Details- Death
The most famous of these dw 3 edly The godd is sai
However, there are discernible Valhalla (Old Norse Valhdll, “ all of th s hall, Folkvang (Old Norse Foll

relcome some of the dead into her
t kvangr, “the field of the people” or

patterns in the way the Norse ‘od Odin. Those chosel in;lll]]()lol‘llii: al e “the licld. of warriors”). Unfortunately, Folkvang is mentioned 50
conceived of death and the afterli doomed battle at RaztE I (lOV\'llfalil e spa 11-1 the smn"(v s that we today don’t have any idea what it
even though those patterns don’t e was thought to be like.
hold absolutely, and the details of
what one source tells us are almost

i ontradicted by another

back to it’s folk




Norase Mythology Details- Death

normal in Norse times to cremate the
d body before a land or sea burial, a
actise that had significant reach to their
. By cremating their dead the Vikings

The repeated ideas recorded

was that if you died ntly in

battle, you went to Valhalla. If
ed of any other cause,

also named Hel.They typically eat, drink,
ric, and generally do all of the
men and women di

believed the smoke would ¢ them to their
tination in the afterlife.

Successful cremation in Viking times

required a hot fire, hot enough to burn

flesh and bone to ash, and to ach

pyre was required.

I ki you went to Helheim. Neithi
were particularly bad. Those
unworthy of an afterlife were
barred from all gates.

’Vg I k}rie'

Norase Muthology Deatl

- The lore of this practise often involves the
burning of the ship before the dead are cast

Quick Write #2

After learning some basic information about the rituals and celebrations of the
A , Vikings, explain some of your thoughts here. Consider discussing:
out. However, it’s believed that this was not . L . §
N 4 e What were the most interesting connections between Norse Mythology (the
always the case, with many believing the body A Vikings® religion) and modern-day gious traditions that you know?
mated before the ship was sailed. e Ifyou are already familiar with Norse Mythology and its stories, was there
Jither way it was common for the dead’s u any new information you learned that gives further insight to the stor
hods to travel with them out into the water. know, or was this presentation missing some information about their
- This type of burial was not common religion that you want to share?
- v ea e What further questions do you have

caplains, noble Vikings and the very wealthy.

about their religious practi

You do not need to respond to all of these questions. Select the one(s) that apply best to
you, and respond in 3-4 sentences.




