Political Cartoon Analysis on McCarthyism

TS OKAY - WE'RE RUNTING COMMUNISTS" "It's okay — We're hunting Communists"
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opposed by Herb Block since its inception in the 1930s and
declared by President Truman to be itself the most un-American
activity. Herb Block comments: "The FBI, under J. Edgar Hoover,
helped provide the committee with material from its aptly named
‘raw files'. Some producers, directors and screen writers refused
to testify or to play the ‘name game' in which the committee
demanded the names of associates, who could then be calied on
to name others thus providing an ever-expanding list of suspects
to be summoned."”

"It's ckay — We're hunting Communists,” October 31, 1947. ink,
graphite, and opaque white over graphite underdrawing on
layered paper. Published in the Washington Post (18). LC-USZ62-
127327.
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"You read books, eh?"
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During the postwar anti-communist campaign hundreds of
elementary and high school teachers were investigated and lost
their jobs, sometimes as a result of being named by proliferating
"anti-subversive” groups and individuals, Some individuals
compiled and circulated their own blackiists, which were accepted
by frightened employers and casting directors who feared being
blacklisted themselves if they sought facts and fair play. The
motives of some self-serving or vindictive accusers were summed
up by Herb Block in a phrase: "If you can't crush the commies, you
can nail a neighbor.”
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,- You read books, eh?" April 24, 1949. Ink, graphite, and opaque
white over graphite underdrawing on layered paper. Published in
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the Washington Post {24). LC-USZ62-127202
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Political Cartoon Analysis on McCarthyism

| ’WE 'ﬁIGW'HA\fE NEW AND IMPORTANT EVIDENGE" We now have new and important evidence

Senator Joseph McCarthy's continued string of reckless charges of
communism in government created such a sensation that the
Senate appointed a special committee under Millard E. Tydings to
investigate his "evidence." McCarthy managed to turn the hearings
into a circus, each new charge obscuring the fact that earlier
accusations weren't backed up. Despite a final report by the
committee discrediting McCarthy's tactics and evidence, he
emerged with more general support than ever. And "anti-
subversive" hearings by other committees of Congress, particularly
the Senate Internal Security Committee headed by Senator Pat
McCarran (D-Nevada), continued treating rumors and unsupported
charges as "evidence."
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"We now have new and important evidence,” May 8, 1950. Ink,
graphite, and opaque white over graphite underdrawing on layered
paper. Published in the Washington Post (28). LC-US262-126908
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S HAVE HIERE_:W.__MY?HMD e "I have here in my hand . . "

in 1954, Senator Joseph McCarthy went too far when he took on
the United States Army, accusing it of promoting communists. The
Senate held special hearings, known as the Army-McCarthy
hearings, which were among the first to be televised nationally. In
the course of testimony McCarthy submitted evidence that was

bullying antics of the Senator, they became increasingly
disenchanted. Before the year was out McCarthy, whose charges
had first hit the headlines in February 1950, was censured by his
colleagues for "conduct unbecoming a senator.”
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P / o "t have here in my hand . . .," May 7, 1954. ink, graphite, opague
HEE_SWN P &)} " white, and overlay over graphite underdrawing on layered paper.
T T SNt % ' Published in the Washington Post {34}, LC-USZ62-126910.
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identified as fraudulent. As both public and politicians watched the
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